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Community Group Material:
Bible Reading: John 12:12-19

Ask one person to pray at the beginning of your meeting.

Check-in
Check in with each other about how everyone is doing.

Bible Reading: John 12:12-26

Sermon Summary:
Jesus raising Lazarus was like a pebble being dropped into calm water, as ripples move out from the
center. Some ripples see people believe in Jesus. Others have the Pharisees plotting to kill Jesus.
Still other ripples see the Pharisees adding Lazarus to their hit list. But the ripples don’t stop. Those
who had witnessed Jesus raising Lazarus were later in Jerusalem letting people know what Jesus
had done. This stirred up more ripples & many who were in Jerusalem waved palm branches while
proclaiming Jesus as their conquering king as he entered the city (Jn 12:12-13).

But as they welcomed him as king, what kind of king did they expect him to be? They wanted a
political king who’d defeat Rome. But that was not how Jesus came to them. He rode into Jerusalem
on a donkey rather than a warhorse. They needed to see he came as a king who would die for them
(Jn. 12:23-24); a seed who willingly fell into the ground & died. And while you might think that seems
like a strange way for Jesus to take, he calls his followers to follow his pattern through death. If Jesus
was willing to die, he would produce much fruit. If we will lay ourselves down & not live a life centred
on ourselves (jn. 12:25-26), then we too will be ripples that affect those in our lives.

Discussion:
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1. Those in Jerusalem proclaimed that Jesus was the ‘King of Israel.’ What kind of king did they expect
him to be? How did Jesus correct that misunderstanding in v. 15?

2. What does it mean for Jesus to be glorified (v. 23)?
3. In v. 24, Jesus says he must fall into the ground and die. How is this also a corrective to the kingly

expectations of the Jerusalem crowd?
4. How does Jesus ask us to follow him? What does it look like? What does loving & hating one’s life look

like?
5. Have you experienced being a seed sown into the ground of your school, office, neighbourhood, or

friend group to see others be affected by your life?
6. How do the verses on following Jesus (Jn. 12:25-26) challenge & encourage you?

End with Prayer.

Pray for the experience of dying to self in our daily lives.
Pray for one another.


